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DOCTRINAL 

Steinmann, Theophil. Der religiose Unsterblichketisglaube: sein Wesen und 

seine Wahrheil, religionsvergleichend und kulturphilosophisch untersucht. 

Gottingen: Vandenhoeck und Ruprecht, 1912. viii+ 166 pages. M. 3.60. 

The first portion of this work, setting forth historically the main forms of belief 
in a future life, was published as a monograph in 1908. It is now supplemented by a 
constructive portion of 90 pages, in which a philosophical critique of the validity of 
the idea of immortality is prosecuted with the author's well-known keenness and 
suggestiveness of treatment. Starting with the presupposition that life has a meaning 
commensurate with our rational powers, he examines one by one those interpretations 
of life which do not make use of a religious belief in immortality. He concludes that 
any theory which subordinates man, the moral creator, to his own creations — as is 
inevitable if we say that this life ends personal existence — meets with the protest of 
our moral reason. 

But the meaning of life is to be found in its teleological aspects; hence those 
transcendental doctrines which employ static terms, endeavoring to reason on the 
basis of a "soul-substance," are unsatisfactory, as are all doctrines which portray the 
future life as a mere temporal continuance of this life. It is only by an intensive 
appreciation of the qualitative aspects of the inner spiritual life that we gain a true 
insight into the nature of the problem. Philosophy can establish the rights of such a 
qualitative interpretation of life. Religion makes practical and real this philosophical 
possibility by picturing the future in frankly graphic, symbolic terms, which neverthe- 
less enable the believer to experience those transcendent values which constitute the 
essence of our belief in "another" life. 

The strictly scientific mind will feel the lack of any adequate discussion of the 
concrete psychic conditions of conscious life in such a way as to link that life to cosmic 
forces. An idealistic philosophy can, indeed, reveal to us values which would other- 
wise remain hidden. But a "faith" resting purely on such values, without definite 
reference to the actual facts and forces of the universe as we know them, is likely to 
seem too much "in the air" to be convincing to those in our day who are the most 
in need of help. Suggestive and stimulating as the monograph is, it needs supplemen- 
tation at this point. 

PRACTICAL THEOLOGY 

Wakeford, John. The Word and the World. London: Longmans, Green 

& Co., 1012. jrii+211 pages. $1.20. 

Canon Wakeford delivered these lectures as a course in pastoral theology in 
Ring's College, London. They reveal a thoughtful man, keenly alive to the conditions 
of the modern world, and with a realization of the problems in which the church finds 
itself. He points out very clearly to the preacher the spiritual nature of his task, 
and the means, psychological and social, by which it must be fulfilled. Of course, 
he writes as a thoroughgoing sacramentalist, and with a serene identification of religion 
with his own church. He seeks the "conversions" of "Dissenters." He ascribes 
the immorality of the Restoration to the neglect of baptism during the Common- 
wealth. The Bishop of Lincoln, who writes the brief introduction, has to admit 
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that the author is lacking in the historical point of view. Nevertheless, the treat- 
ment of many important problems of religious education and pastoral work is strong 
and suggestive. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

"Logos." Internationale Zeitschrift fttr Philosophie der Kultur. TJnter Mit- 
wirkung von Rudolf Eucken, Otto von Gierke, Edmund Husserl, Fried- 
rich Meinecke, Heinrich Rickert, Georg Simmel, Ernst Troeltsch, Max 
Weber, Wilhelm Windelband, Heinrich WSlfflin, herausgegeben von 
Richard Kroner und Georg Mehlis. 

The array of names on the title-page of this journal is a sufficient guaranty of the 
solid quality of its contents. The purpose of the editorial board is to take up the 
various elements of our modern culture in such a way as to redeem them from mere 
"historicism" and to interpret them in the light of metaphysical significance. Most 
of the articles are of interest to the philosopher rather than to the theologian. The 
discussion in Band III, Heft 2, by Nicholai Hartmann, of Marburg, entitled "Syste- 
matische Methode," is a keen inquiry into the nature of the a priori principles which 
either implicitly or explicitly determine the procedure of scientists and philosophers. 
He concludes that a transcendental method of analysis is essential in order to determine 
the significance and the limits of either descriptive or dialectic method. In the same 
number, Friedrich Steppuhn, of Moscow, gives an illuminating review of mysticism, 
under the title "Die Tragodie des mystischen Bewusstseins." Although the futility 
of attempting to find God by withdrawing from contact with the world has been 
repeatedly demonstrated in human history, yet the mystic is an eternal witness to the 
ineradicable belief on man's part of a super-historical reality. In Band IV, Heft 1, 
Professor Troeltsch, of Heidelberg, discusses "Logos und Mythos in Theologie und 
Religionsphilosophie." He attempts to vindicate the right of religion to change its 
forms of expression and its Prams under the influence of changing historical conditions. 
But he holds that no religion can live on the basis of mere "historicism." There is a 
religious a priori which may be identified by the careful study of history, and which 
is the implicit norm by which all single historical incidents in the development must 
be judged. In the case of Christianity this norm is found in an attitude of protest 
against intellectualism and in the affirmation of the supreme place of personality over 
against "nature" or "world." If we once appreciate the eternal validity of this 
essential Christianity, we may recognize the relativity of all historical development 
without thereby jeopardizing religious faith. 

As will be seen from the above articles, the purpose of the journal is to uphold a 
philosophy of transcendence in opposition to mere pragmatism. The vigor and 
timeliness of most of the contributions are welcome influences in the organization of a 
tenable philosophy of life for today. 

Oxtley, Robert R. The Rule of Life and Love: An Exposition of the Ten 
Commandments. London: Robert Scott, 1913. xviii+ 238 pages. 5s. net. 
Few men can depict with sharpness the outlines of the teachings of the ten com- 
mandments. The Rule of Life and Love makes the attempt to specify their meaning 
in early times, and also to find in them the social significance that they present for 
our day. The hortatory introduction in chap, i is quite aside from the main aim of 



